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Foreword
 

Florentino García Martínez

When I was in Jerusalem finalizing the preparation 
of  the publication of  the Dutch share of  manuscripts 
from Cave 11Q (published in 1998, DJD 23), I asked 
Jean-Baptiste Humbert, the archaeologist in charge of  
Roland de Vaux’s excavations at Qumran, if  it could 
be possible to include in the volume the final report 
on the archeological excavation of  the cave prepared 
by de Vaux. I was assuming that de Vaux has, in fact, 
completed such a report, because he wrote in 1962, 
referring to Cave 11Q: “Le rapport détaillé sur la 
fouille que nous avons faite après cette découverte 
aura sa place normale en tête de la publication des 
textes qui proviennent de cette grotte” (DJD 3, 4 n.2). 
Obviously a “rapport détaillé” would have been more 
than the two pages de Vaux dedicated to Cave 11Q 
in the “rapport préliminaire” on the Revue Biblique 
(RB 63 [1956] 573-4). However, Humbert told me that 
there was no such final report ready for publication, 
and that due to other commitments it would take a long 
time to prepare such a document. To avoid delaying 
any further the already long overdue publication of  
the texts, I decided to go ahead with the issuing of  a 
volume that did not include the promised publication 
of  the cave excavation. 

In retrospect, I think it was a good decision, which 
somehow has helped to shape the content of  this 
book, making it possible to showcase the progress 
achieved in archeology and in the analysis of  the 

different materials sourced from Cave 11Q over the 
past fifty years. 

De Vaux’s excavation was followed several years 
later, in 1988, by the excavation carried out by 
Joseph Patrich, and more recently, in 2017, by a new 
excavation carried out by Marcello Fidanzio and Dan 
Bahat. Both excavations have been duly published 
and their main results are summarized in this 
volume, complementing and adding new elements 
to de Vaux’s excavation. In this way, this book not 
only offers the reader all the extant materials on  de 
Vaux’s excavation (forming in this way a “rapport 
détaillé” of  the 1956 excavation), but also all the 
relevant archaeological data and analysis which may 
lead to an understanding of  the cave in the Qumran 
period as a repository for manuscripts rather than as 
a sectarian residence as assumed by de Vaux (DJD 
3, 34; ADSS, 51), and asserted by me based on his 
authority (STDJ 90, 206-8).

Due to the substantial progress made on the study 
of  the textiles and organic materials, new dating 
obtained by radiocarbon analysis, and the digitization 
and systematic imaging of  scroll fragments with new 
techniques, this book also offers to the reader a 
plethora of  new insights that were not possible either 
in de Vaux’s time or at the time of  the preparation 
of  DJD 23.
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x Florentino García Martínez

The study of  the textiles includes those found in 
de Vaux’s excavation, and also those found  in the 
excavations by Patrich and Fidanzio; all of  them are 
examined by digital optical microscope (Dino-Lite). 
The blue color from one of  them has been identified 
as Indigo and Indurubin using a High Performance 
Liquid Chromatography method – techniques only 
recently available. New radiocarbon dating of  linen 
textiles from Cave 11Q, including the wrapper of  
the Temple Scroll in the Schøyen Collection (run 
at the Center for Isotope Research, Groningen 
University in 2015 and 2016) shows that, though the 
textiles correlate with the occupation of  Qumran, 
they were manufactured over an extended period 
of  time, which would counteract the interpretation 
of  Cave 11Q being exclusively a “young cave” as 
indicated by the paleography of  the manuscripts.

The analysis of  the organic materials performed 
in 2004 with new radiocarbon dating revealed that 
Cave 11Q was visited several times: a wooden object, 
clearly man-made, was tested twice, and dated to 
some time around the 10th century CE, and as such 
aligned with the date provided by a piece of  cotton 
from Cave 11Q. Two items identified in de Vaux’s 
excavation as possibly made of  leather with a cord 
are now interpreted as “knot amulets” involving 
animal body parts: the radiocarbon dating carried 
out in 2015 and 2016 placed its deposition in Cave 
11Q in the 18th or 19th century. This clearly show that 
Cave 11Q was accessible and was occasionally visited 
after the deposition of  the manuscripts. 

The digitization and systematic imaging of  the 
scroll fragments began in 2011. The uploading of  
the multispectral images obtained to the Leon Levy 
Dead Sea Scrolls Digital Library, together with new 
photographic tools that make it possible to read 
the text on different layers of  wads of  fragments, 
have enabled the inclusion in this volume of  new 
fragments from Cave 11Q not published in DJD 
23, and have led to the correction of  some of  the 
readings of  the DJD edition based on the PAM 
photographs available at that time. 

The new minute leather and tiny papyri fragments 
published here by Emile Puech were discovered in 
2015 by, respectively, Mireille Bélis, when studying 
the textiles from Cave 11Q, and by Mauro Rottoli 
when examining a box of  organic material selected by 
Oren Ableman. The new leather fragments published 
by Ableman are a selection of  the materials found 

in box 1032A with debris from Cave 11Q. In 1996, 
E. Tigchelaar examined this and other boxes with 
materials from Cave 11Q (RdQ 18/70 [1998] 326-7 
n.5) containing, among other things, hundreds of  tiny 
unphotographed fragments; Tigchelaar selected the 
fragments and the wads on which writing was visible 
to the naked eye to undergo infra-red photography, 
and these photographs are included in DJD 23. The 
ongoing project of  the Israel Antiquities Authority 
(IAA) to catalog and process all these fragments has 
allowed Ableman to examine some of  the them with 
a Dino-Lite digital microscope and put them in a 
new plate where the images have been captured with 
the multispectral imaging system. A few have been 
selected for publication here. 

Eibert Tigchelaar offers in this volume an 
evaluation of  all manuscripts material attributed, 
rightly or wrongly, to Cave 11Q, concluding that out 
of  all the fragments that have already been published 
after DJD 23, only one can be assigned to Cave 11Q 
with certainty – the Vatican Paleo-Hebrew fragment 
published by Giancarlo Lacerenza, which belongs 
to 11Q22. After reviewing the major publications 
of  Cave 11Q manuscripts, Tigchelaar corrects some 
occasionally erroneous assignations to manuscripts 
or placements of  fragments appearing in DJD 23 
and enhances several readings of  that publication 
thanks to the high-quality IAA photographs now 
available. He also contributes to the publication of  
new fragments. Of  the remaining as yet unpublished 
fragments of  11Q19, the Temple Scroll, published 
by Yigael Yadin, Tigchelaar, in an Appendix to his 
contribution, offers readings of  the new plates of  
the “Cigar Box” and of  both the photographs taken 
by Ira Rabin in 2000 from “LXII (15)” as well as the 
new IAA plates X78-X79.

This volume clearly improves our understanding 
of  Cave 11Q in relation to what was possible with 
the summary reports on the archaeology published 
by de Vaux, but it also enhances our knowledge 
of  the texts found in the Cave. Of  course, we will 
never know what de Vaux would have told us in 
a final report. Nevertheless, one thing is entirely 
clear: the way archaeology is done these days and 
the way in which the results of  the excavations are 
presented are very different than in de Vaux’s time. 
The editing of  the texts also differs. The availability 
of  new technologies has modified the way we look 
at the remains uncovered and also how we present 
them. The new imaging and digitizing of  the scroll 
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xiForeword

fragments have enhanced the possibility of  editing 
them correctly. But one element that the present 
volume makes fully clear is that today, presenting 
archaeology and texts is a large, collaborative 

exercise: no less than 30 different authors from 
several institutions in various countries have 
contributed the chapters of  the book, all for the 
benefit of  the reader.


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A




ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



Contributors

Oren Ableman, Israel Antiquities Authority
Zohar Amar, Bar-Ilan University 
Mireille Bélis, chercheur associé École Biblique et Archéologique Française 
Tanya Bitler, Israel Antiquities Authority 
Marius Burdajewicz, University of  Warsaw
Iluz David, Bar-Ilan University 
Marco De Pietri, research fellow Istituto di Cultura e Archeologia delle Terre Bibliche – Facoltà di Teologia di Lugano  
Annalisa Faggi, indipendent scholar
Marcello Fidanzio, Istituto di Cultura e Archeologia delle Terre Bibliche – Facoltà di Teologia di Lugano 
Florentino García Martínez, KU Leuven and University of  Groningen 
Frédéric Guyot, Institut Français d’Archeologie Orientale 
Jean-Baptiste Humbert, École Biblique et Archéologique Française 
Helena Libman, Israel Antiquities Authority 
Alessandro Maifredi, Centro Studi Sotterranei 
Gérard Massonnat, chercheur associé École Biblique et Archéologique Française 
Dennis Mizzi, University of  Malta  
Ashlyn Oprescu, Israel Antiquities Authority 
Johannes van der Plicht, University of  Groningen
Émile Puech, Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique and École Biblique et Archéologique Française
Kaare Lund Rasmussen, University of  Southern Denmark
Beatriz Riestra, Israel Antiquities Authority 
Orit Rosengarten, Israel Antiquities Authority 
Mauro Rottoli, Musei Civici di Como and Università degli Studi di Trento 
Orit Shamir, Israel Antiquities Authority 
Pnina Shor, Israel Antiquities Authority 
Naama Sukenik, Israel Antiquities Authority 
Joan E.Taylor, King’s College London
Eibert Tigchelaar, KU Leuven 
Benedetta Torrini, research fellow Istituto di Cultura e Archeologia delle Terre Bibliche – Facoltà di Teologia di Lugano  
Tanya Treiger, Israel Antiquities Authority 
Alexander Varvak, Bar-Ilan University


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A




ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



Abbreviations

ANGSBA 	 Annual of  the Nelson Glueck School of  Biblical Archaeology
ANYAS  		 Annals of  the New York Academy of  Sciences
AASOR  		 Annual of  the American Schools of  Oriental Research
ATN 		  Archaeological Textiles Newsletter 
ATS  		  Ancient Textiles Series
ATR  		  Archaeological Textiles Review
BAIAS   		 Bulletin of  the Anglo-Israel Archaeological Society
BASOR  		 Bulletin of  the American Schools of  Oriental Research
BETL  		  Bibliotheca Ephemeridum Theologicarum Lovaniensium
BKAT  		  Biblischer Kommentar Altes Testament
CAL News  	 Comprehensive Aramaic Lexicon Newsletter
COMSt Bull  	 Comparative Oriental Manuscript Studies Bulletin
CRFJ   		  Centre de recherche français à Jérusalem
CSCO  		  Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium
DHA  		  Dyes in History and Archaeology
DJD  		  Discoveries in the Judean Desert
DSD  		  Dead Sea Discoveries
EI  		  Eretz Israel
HA-ESI  	 Hadashot Arkheologiyot - Excavations and Surveys in Israel
HBM   		  Hebrew Bible Monographs
HdO  		  Handbook of  Oriental Studies
Hen  		  Henoch
HSS  		  Harvard Semitic Studies
HUCA  		  Hebrew Union College Annual 
IAA Reports  	 Israel Antiquities Authority Reports
ICOM-CC  	 International Council of  Museums - Committee for Conservation
IEJ  		  Israel Exploration Journal
ISCAB.SA  	 Istituto di Cultura e Archeologia delle Terre Bibliche. Serie Archeologica
JASR  		  Journal of  Archaeological Science: Reports
JEMAHS   	 Journal of  Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology and Heritage Studies
JRASS  		  Journal of  Roman Archaeology. Supplementary Series


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



xvi Abbreviations

JSJ  		  Journal for the Study of  Judaism
JSJSup  		  Journal for the Study of  Judaism. Supplement Series
JSRS   		  Judea and Samaria Research Studies
LSS  		  Levant Supplementary Series
LSTS  		  Library of  Second Temple Studies
MdB   		  Le Monde de la Bible 
MSSMNIA  	 Monograph Series of  the Sonia and Marco Nadler Institute of  Archaeology
NIM B  		  Nuclear Instruments and Methods in Physics Research Section B  

				    Beam Interactions with Materials and Atoms
NTOA.SA  	 Novum Testamentum et Orbis Antiquus. Series Archaeologica
OIP  		  Oriental Institute Publications
PACT  		  Journal of  the European Study Group on Physical, Chemical  

				    and Mathematical Techniques Applied to Archaeology
PEQ  		  Palestine Exploration Quarterly
PMB  		  Publications of  Museum of  the Bible
RB  		  Revue Biblique
RdQ   		  Revue de Qumrân
SBL RBS  	 Society of  Biblical Literature. Resources for Biblical Studies
SBT  		  Studies in Biblical Theology
STDJ  		  Studies on the Texts of  the Desert of  Judah
RTLu  		  Rivista Teologica di Lugano
VHA   		  Vegetation History and Archaeobotany
VT   		  Vetus Testamentum
VTSup  		  Vetus Testamentum Supplements


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



Lists of  Figures, Plates, and Tables

List of  Figures

Introduction
Map of  the area, satellite image: Khirbet Qumran, Cave 1Q, and Cave 11Q .......................................................p. 2
March 1956: De Vaux, Rousée and Delprat outside Cave 11Q ...............................................................................p. 3
The Palestine Archaeological Museum / Rockefeller Museum ...............................................................................p. 3
De Vaux’s field notes: Plan of  Cave 5Q ......................................................................................................................p. 6
DJD 6 (pp. 18-19): Pottery from Cave 4Q .................................................................................................................p. 6

Chapter One
The field notes and the excavation diary .................................................................................................................. p. 12
The excavation diary, 21/2 - 24/2/1956 .................................................................................................................. p. 13
The excavation diary, 25/2 - 29/2/1956  ................................................................................................................. p. 13
The excavation diary, 1/3 - 13/3/1956 .................................................................................................................... p. 14
The excavation diary, 13/3 - 14/3/1956 .................................................................................................................. p. 14
The excavation diary, 14/3 - 22/3/1956 .................................................................................................................. p. 15
The field notes .............................................................................................................................................................. p. 15
The inventory, hardbound book, 72 ......................................................................................................................... p. 20
The inventory, hardbound book, 73 ......................................................................................................................... p. 20
The inventory, hardbound book, 74 ......................................................................................................................... p. 21
The inventory, hardbound book, 75 ......................................................................................................................... p. 21
Patrich’s plan and cross-section ................................................................................................................................. p. 24
De Vaux’s photo album, 553 ...................................................................................................................................... p. 25
De Vaux’s photo album, 554 ...................................................................................................................................... p. 26
De Vaux’s photo album, 555 ...................................................................................................................................... p. 26
De Vaux’s photo album, 556 ...................................................................................................................................... p. 27
De Vaux’s photo album, 557 ...................................................................................................................................... p. 27
De Vaux’s photo album, 558 ...................................................................................................................................... p. 28 
De Vaux’s photo album, 560 ...................................................................................................................................... p. 28
Location of  Cave 11Q: Towards the North (de Vaux 15.026) ............................................................................. p. 29
Location of  Cave 11Q: Towards the North (de Vaux 15.020) ............................................................................. p. 29 
Location of  Cave 11Q: Closer view (de Vaux 15.021) .......................................................................................... p. 30
Cave 11Q (de Vaux 14.401) ........................................................................................................................................ p. 30


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



xviii Lists of  Figures, Plates, and Tables

Cave 11Q: Towards the North (de Vaux 15.023) .................................................................................................... p. 31
Cave 11Q: Towards the North-West (de Vaux 15.022) .......................................................................................... p. 31
Entrance to Cave 11Q (de Vaux 14.402) .................................................................................................................. p. 32
Inside Cave 11Q: view from the entrance (de Vaux 14.403) ................................................................................. p. 32
Cave 11Q: view from the entrance towards the South-East (PAM 42.104) ....................................................... p. 33
Cave 11Q: towards the North (PAM 42.103) .......................................................................................................... p. 33
Mattock Gr11Q6 (PAM 42.451) ................................................................................................................................ p. 34
Mattock Gr11Q6 (PAM 42.449) ................................................................................................................................ p. 34
Metal and stone artefacts from Cave 11Q (PAM 43.734) ..................................................................................... p. 35
Pottery from Cave 11Q (PAM 43.736) ..................................................................................................................... p. 35
Cave 11Q: View from inside towards the entrance (de Vaux 15.028) ................................................................. p. 36
Cave 11Q: View from the entrance, towards the South-East (de Vaux 15.027) ................................................ p. 36
Sifting of  the soil outside Cave 11Q (de Vaux 15.024) .......................................................................................... p. 37 
Delprat and Starcky in the entrance chamber (S. Weiss) ....................................................................................... p. 38
Rousée and Delprat in the entrance chamber (S. Weiss) ....................................................................................... p. 38
Rousée at the entrance of  the cave (S. Weiss) ......................................................................................................... p. 39
Cave 11Q: The entrance (EBAF Archive) ............................................................................................................... p. 39
The cliff  above Cave 11Q (EBAF Archive) ............................................................................................................ p. 40
Starcky in the entrance chamber (EBAF Archive) .................................................................................................. p. 41
Rousée, de Vaux, Delprat, and Bedouin workers at Cave 11Q (EBAF Archive) ............................................... p. 41
Rousée and de Vaux at Cave 11Q, towards the excavation camp (EBAF Archive) .......................................... p. 42
The excavation camp (EBAF Archive) ..................................................................................................................... p. 42
The entrance of  Cave 11Q (Estate John Allegro) .................................................................................................. p. 43
John and Joan Allegro at the entrance of  Cave 11Q (Estate John Allegro) ....................................................... p. 44
The entrance of  Cave 11Q towards the Dead Sea (Estate John Allegro) .......................................................... p. 44

Chapter Two
Location of  Caves 1Q, 2Q, and 11Q ....................................................................................................................... p. 46
General view of  the cliff  of  Qumran, with the location of  Cave 11Q .............................................................. p. 47
Entrance of  Cave 11Q: Present time ........................................................................................................................ p. 47
Cave 11Q: Chamber (b) after looting ....................................................................................................................... p. 48
Entrance of  Cave 11Q ................................................................................................................................................ p. 49 
Plan and section of  Cave 11Q ................................................................................................................................... p. 50
Cave 11Q: Masonry, South of  chamber (b), towards chamber (d), 1956 ........................................................... p. 51
Cave 11Q: The entrance area after the unblocking of  the opening .................................................................... p. 53
Cave 11Q: Debris after the unblocking of  the entrance ....................................................................................... p. 53
View of  the entrance to Cave 11Q, from outside, 1956 ........................................................................................ p. 54
View of  the entrance to Cave 11Q, from inside, 1956 .......................................................................................... p. 54
Cave 11Q: Chamber (b), 1956 ................................................................................................................................... p. 55 
Cave 11Q: The “entrance” of  the “inner chamber” from chamber (b) ............................................................. p. 56 
Cave 11Q: General view of  chamber (c): the “inner chamber” ........................................................................... p. 56
Cave 11Q: View of  the chamber (b) from chamber (c) ........................................................................................ p. 58
Cave 11Q: Lower part of  the sediment in chamber (b), blown-up detail ........................................................... p. 58
Cave 11Q: Interpretation of  the stratigraphy of  the sediment in chamber (b) ................................................. p. 58
Reconstruction of  the stratigraphy at the entrance of  Cave 11Q ........................................................................ p. 60


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



xixLists of  Figures, Plates, and Tables

Cave 11Q: The excavators at the entrance of  chamber (c), 1956 ........................................................................ p. 60 
Interpretation of  the stratigraphy at the entrance of  Cave 11Q, blown-up detail ............................................ p. 61
Cave 11Q: Remains of  the partition between chamber (b) and (c), 1956 blown-up detail .............................. p. 64

Chapter Two. Appendix A
Entrance of  Cave 11Q: Geology .............................................................................................................................. p. 68
Limestone to the North of  the entrance of  Cave 11Q ......................................................................................... p. 68
The cliff: Geology ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 69
Fracture at the entrance of  Cave 11Q ...................................................................................................................... p. 69
Fracture on the ceiling at the entrance of  Cave 11Q ............................................................................................. p. 70 
Karstique canal inside Cave 11Q ............................................................................................................................... p. 70
Natural “pillar” dividing the entrance chamber from the inner chamber ........................................................... p. 70

Chapter Two. Appendix B
Cave 11Q: Plan ............................................................................................................................................................. p. 72
Cave 11Q: Entrance area. Blocks A and B .............................................................................................................. p. 74
Cave 11Q: Entrance area. Aerial photo, with detail of  the cliff  .......................................................................... p. 74 
Cave 11Q: Entrance area, from above the cave ...................................................................................................... p. 75
Area above Cave 11Q .................................................................................................................................................. p. 75
Cave 11Q: Section. Way in for flowing of  the water............................................................................................... p. 76
Area around Cave 11Q: Digital Terrain Model ....................................................................................................... p. 76
Area around Cave 11Q: Digital Terrain Model showing the basin and the water flow .................................... p. 76
Cave 11Q: Accumulation of  fine material behind Block A .................................................................................. p. 77
Cave 11Q: Breach behind Block A, 3D rendering .................................................................................................. p. 77
Traces of  sediment still visible along the eastern side, inside Cave 11Q ............................................................ p. 78
Cave 11Q: 2 March 1956 ............................................................................................................................................ p. 79
Cave 11Q: Accumulation of  soil along the western side, inside the entrance chamber ................................... p. 80
Cave 11Q: Sounding in Operation B ........................................................................................................................ p. 80
Cave 11Q: Sounding in Operation B, western section ........................................................................................... p. 81
Cave 11Q: So-called “arch” ........................................................................................................................................ p. 82
Cave 11Q: So-called “pillar” ....................................................................................................................................... p. 83
Cave 11Q: Wedge behind the “arch”, left of  the “pillar” ...................................................................................... p. 83
Stone structures (A-C) inside Cave 11Q: 3 March 1956 ........................................................................................ p. 84
Cave 11Q: Dry-stone wall, 1956 ................................................................................................................................ p. 84
Cave 11Q: Sketch of  the passage and the upper chamber .................................................................................... p. 85
Cave 11Q: The upper chamber, South to North. ................................................................................................... p. 85
Cave 11Q: The upper chamber, North to South .................................................................................................... p. 86

Chapter Four
Textile Gr11Q36, warp-faced weaving (Dino-Lite) .............................................................................................. p. 100
Textile Gr11Q80, balanced weaving (Dino-Lite) .................................................................................................. p. 100
Textile Gr11Q29, basket weaving ........................................................................................................................... p. 100
Textile Gr11Q50, half-basket weaving ................................................................................................................... p. 100
Textile Gr11Q76 with no identical width threads (Dino-Lite) ........................................................................... p. 100 
Textile Gr11Q33, repp starting border (Dino-Lite) ............................................................................................. p. 100


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



xx Lists of  Figures, Plates, and Tables

Textile Gr11Q39 with closing cord (Dino-Lite) ................................................................................................... p. 101
Textile Gr11Q121 with crowded selvedge (Dino-Lite) ....................................................................................... p. 101
Textile Gr11Q78 with reinforced selvedge (Dino-Lite) ....................................................................................... p. 101
Textile Gr11Q26, rolled and whipped hem ........................................................................................................... p. 102
Textile Gr11Q75, single thread sewn hem (Dino-Lite) ....................................................................................... p. 102
Textile Gr11Q58 with patch .................................................................................................................................... p. 102
Textile Gr11Q132 with darning (Dino-Lite) ......................................................................................................... p. 103
Textile Gr11Q124 with knot (Dino-Lite) .............................................................................................................. p. 103
Textile Gr11Q31 with blue decoration ................................................................................................................... p. 104
Textile Gr11Q107 with blue decoration (Dino-Lite) ........................................................................................... p. 104
Textile Gr11Q75 ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 105
Detail of  textile Gr11Q75 with weaving faults (Dino-Lite) ................................................................................ p. 114 
Textile fragment adherent to a scroll fragment ..................................................................................................... p. 115
Detail of  textile Gr11Q46b with tied corner (Dino-Lite) ................................................................................... p. 116

Chapter Four. Appendix A
Textile Gr11Q75 ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 120
Gr11Q75 (Dino-Lite) ................................................................................................................................................ p. 120
Gr11Q75: Knot (Dino-Lite) .................................................................................................................................... p. 121
Gr11Q75: String (Dino-Lite) ................................................................................................................................... p. 121
Gr11Q75: Final part of  the string ........................................................................................................................... p. 121
Gr11Q75: String function and diameter measure ................................................................................................. p. 121 
Gr11Q75: The system of  scroll wrapping ............................................................................................................. p. 122
DJD 1 (Plate I): Remains of  a scroll in its linen wrapper .................................................................................... p. 122

Chapter Five A
Sandal 96-9105 from the Cave of  the Letters ....................................................................................................... p. 126
Two sandals of  the Early Roman period from the Dead Sea area ..................................................................... p. 126
Basket from the Cave of  the Letters ...................................................................................................................... p. 127

Chapter Five B
De Vaux’s inventory: Card Gr11Q9 ........................................................................................................................ p. 136
Gr11Q9/1: Back and front showing string puncturing artefact and knots ...................................................... p. 137
Gr11Q9/1: X-Ray ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 137
Gr11Q9/1: CT scans of  object ............................................................................................................................... p. 138
Gr11Q9/1: Magnification showing congealed substance or connecting tube between string knots ........... p. 138
Gr11Q9/2: Magnification showing layers of  organic material .......................................................................... p. 139
Detail of  photograph showing an item found during 11Q excavations, similar in shape to Gr11Q9/1 .... p. 141

Chapter Eight
11Q4 Ezek, PAM 43.742 .......................................................................................................................................... p. 178
Removal of  pressure sensitive tape from a fragment ........................................................................................... p. 179
11Q5 Psa, Plate 975 .................................................................................................................................................... p. 180
11Q1 paleoLeva, Plate 1039/1 ................................................................................................................................. p. 180


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



xxiLists of  Figures, Plates, and Tables

11Q11 apocrPs, Plate 61 ........................................................................................................................................... p. 181
11Q10 tgJob, Plates 631-624-634 ............................................................................................................................ p. 181
11Q17 ShirShabb, Plate 609 ..................................................................................................................................... p. 182 
11Q18 NJ, Plate 570 .................................................................................................................................................. p. 182
11Q14 Sefer ha-Milhamah, Plate 607/1 ................................................................................................................. p. 182 
11Q20 Tb, Plate 580 ................................................................................................................................................... p. 183
11Q7 Psc, Plate 606/1 ............................................................................................................................................... p. 184
11Q13 Melch, Plate 579 ............................................................................................................................................ p. 184
Unidentified scrolls fragments from Cave 11Q in Box 1032A ........................................................................... p. 185
Textile still attached to 11Q24, P567-Fg010-R -D20052014-color .................................................................... p. 185
PAM negatives with fragments from various manuscripts, PAM 44.114, PAM 42.177 .................................. p. 186
DJD 23, Plate XXXV, a virtual plate with fragments of  the same manuscripts
from different Plates and PAMs............................................................................................................................... p. 186
The MegaVision Imaging System ............................................................................................................................ p. 186
Plate 697 ...................................................................................................................................................................... p. 189

Chapter Eight. Appendix
Manuscripts from Cave 11Q: 5/09/1957, photos by John Marco Allegro ............................................pp. 192-195 
Manuscripts from Cave 11Q: 5/09/1957, photos by Claus-Hunno Hunzinger ...................................pp. 196-197 

Chapter Nine
The cigar box “Grotte 11Q du 4/3” ...................................................................................................................... p. 200
A few of  the tiny leather fragments retrieved in the cigar box “Grotte 11Q du 4/3”.................................... p. 200
The tiny papyrus fragments stored in box 1038B ................................................................................................ p. 201
The tiny fragments stored in box 1032A ............................................................................................................... p. 202

Chapter Ten
P1344 - Fragm. 9 = 11Q22 8 ................................................................................................................................... p. 205
P1344 - Fragm. 12 = 11Q1 - 11QpaléoLv (frg.) ................................................................................................... p. 209
P1345 - Fragm. 44 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 210
P1345 - Fragm. 7 = 11Q2 10 - 11QLvb 10 ............................................................................................................ p. 210
P1345 - Fragms. 34A = 11Q2 11 - 11QLvb 11, Lv 18,11; 34B = 11Q23 4 - 11QcryptLvf  4 ........................ p. 211
P1345 - Fragm. 36 = 11Q2 12(?) - 11QLvb 12(?) ................................................................................................. p. 212
P1344 - Fragm. 1 = 11Q14 5 - 11QSefer ha-Milḥamah 5 ................................................................................... p. 212
P1344 - Fragm. 2 = 11QRTa - 11Q19 .................................................................................................................... p. 213
P1344 - Fragm. 3 (= 11Q7 - 11QPsc) ..................................................................................................................... p. 213
P1344 - Fragm. 4 ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 214
P1344 - Fragm. 5 ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 214
P1344 - Fragm. 7 = 11Q20 44 - 11QTb 44 ............................................................................................................ p. 214
P1344 - Fragm. 8 ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 215
P1344 - Fragm. 10 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 216
P1344 - Fragm. 11 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 216
P1345 - Fragm. 6 ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 216
P1345 - Fragm. 8 (= 11Q20 - RTb) ......................................................................................................................... p. 217
P1345 - Fragm. 9 ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 217


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



xxii Lists of  Figures, Plates, and Tables

P1345 - Fragm. 14 = 11Q20 45 - 11QRTb 45 ....................................................................................................... p. 217
P1345 - Fragm. 17 (= 11Q20 - 11QRTb) ............................................................................................................... p. 218
P1345 - Fragm. 20 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 218
P1345 - Fragm. 24 = 11Q20 46 - 11QRTb 46 - XIV 17-18 ................................................................................ p. 218
P1345 - Fragm. 28 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 219
P1345 - Fragm. 32 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 219
P1345 - Fragm. 33 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 220
P1345 - Fragm. 38 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 220
P1345 - Fragm. 43 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 221
P1345 - Fragm. 49 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 221
P1345 - Fragm. 51 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 221
P1345 - Fragm. 54 ...................................................................................................................................................... p. 221
P1345 - Fragm. 58 = 11Q6/7 - 11QPsb/c(?) .......................................................................................................... p. 222
P1038B - Fragm. 3 = 11QpapLv 14,25-27 ............................................................................................................ p. 224
P1038B - Fragm. 5 = 11Q28 3 - 11QpapJg 12,6-7 (?) ......................................................................................... p. 226
P1038B - Fragm. 9 = 11Q28 4 - 11QpapJg 13,23-24 (?) ..................................................................................... p. 226
P1038B - Fragm. 4 = 11Q28 5 - 11QpapJg 16,4-5 .............................................................................................. p. 226
P1038B - Fragm. 6 = 11Q28 6 - 11QpapJg 18,5 (?) ............................................................................................. p. 228
P1038B - Fragm. 7 = 11Q28 7 - 11QpapJg 18,27 ................................................................................................ p. 228
P1038B - Fragm. 8 = 11Q28 8 - 11QpapJg (?) ou 11QpapLv (?) ...................................................................... p. 228

Chapter Eleven
The box 1032A ........................................................................................................................................................... p. 232
1032A Fragm.1 ........................................................................................................................................................... p. 234 
1032A Fragm. 5 .......................................................................................................................................................... p. 234
1032A Fragm. 8 – 11Q8, Ps 37:3-4 ......................................................................................................................... p. 236
1032A Fragm. 8, tilted view ..................................................................................................................................... p. 236
11Q8 Fragm. 5, Ps 36:13-37:4 (5?) .......................................................................................................................... p. 236
1032A Fragm. 24 – 11Q11(?) ................................................................................................................................... p. 237
1032A Fragm. 37 ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 238
1032A Fragm. 41 – Lev 13:51-52, 11Q2 (?) .......................................................................................................... p. 238
1032A Fragm. 47 – 11Q17 ....................................................................................................................................... p. 239
1032A Fragm. 48 ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 240
1032A Fragm. 55 – Deut 19:5 (?), 11Q3 (?) .......................................................................................................... p. 241 
1032A Fragm. 62 – Jubilees 5:19 (?), 11Q12 (?) .................................................................................................... p. 241
1032A Fragm. 68 – 11Q21, Temple Scroll 22:13-14 ............................................................................................ p. 242
1032A Fragm. 81 – 11Q5, Ps 147:1-2 .................................................................................................................... p. 242

Chapter Twelve
The LII Photograph .................................................................................................................................................. p. 260 
IAA PX78-X79 frags. 4, 8, and 9 joined ................................................................................................................ p. 260


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



xxiiiLists of  Figures, Plates, and Tables

List of  Plates

Chapter Three
Jar and lid “Kando” ..................................................................................................................................................... p. 93
Roman pottery from Cave 11Q ................................................................................................................................. p. 94
Iron Age pottery from Cave 11Q .............................................................................................................................. p. 95
Chalcolithic pottery from Cave 11Q ......................................................................................................................... p. 96 

Chapter Seven
Gr11Q2 Knife blade .................................................................................................................................................. p. 159
Gr11Q3 Loop attachment (?) .................................................................................................................................. p. 162
Gr11Q4 File/Chisel .................................................................................................................................................. p. 164
Gr11Q6 Mattock ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 166
Gr11Q6 Mattock ........................................................................................................................................................ p. 167
Gr11Q10 Awl/Punch (?) .......................................................................................................................................... p. 170
Gr11Q11 Key ............................................................................................................................................................. p. 172
Gr11Q12 Bead ........................................................................................................................................................... p. 174

Chapter Ten
Box P1344 ................................................................................................................................................................... p. 204
Box P1345 ................................................................................................................................................................... p. 204
Box P1038B ................................................................................................................................................................ p. 225

Chapter Eleven
Fragments from Box 1032A/1 ................................................................................................................................ p. 233

List of  Tables

Introduction
Items registration systems .......................................................................................................................................... p. 10

Chapter Four
Diagram of  the material fibers in Cave 11Q textiles .............................................................................................. p. 99
Linen textiles from Cave 11Q ........................................................................................................................pp. 106-111
Cotton textiles from Cave 11Q ................................................................................................................................ p. 112
Strings from Cave 11Q ............................................................................................................................................. p. 112

Chapter Five A
List of  organic objects from Cave 11Q ................................................................................................................. p. 130

Chapter Five B
Radiocarbon Results of  Gr11Q9/1 and 2 ............................................................................................................. p. 139


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



xxiv Lists of  Figures, Plates, and Tables

Chapter Five B. Appendix 
Calibration curve showing averaged results on Gr11Q9/1 and Gr11Q9/2 linen thread .............................. p. 145
Calibration curve for results of  re-testing Gr11Q-9/1 ........................................................................................ p. 145

Chapter Six
Calibration curve for 11Q linen string, Gr11Q198 .............................................................................................. p. 150
The Radiocarbon Dates of  Samples from Qumran Cave 11Q .......................................................................... p. 151
Calibration curve for 11Q linen, Gr11Q119  ........................................................................................................ p. 152
Calibration curve for 11Q linen, Gr11Q132  ........................................................................................................ p. 152
Calibration curve for 11Q linen, Gr11Q107 ......................................................................................................... p. 152
Calibration curve for 11Q linen, Gr11Q76 ........................................................................................................... p. 152
Calibration curve for 11Q linen Gr11Q101 .......................................................................................................... p. 152
Calibration curve for Christmas Cave linen, IAA 585785  .................................................................................. p. 152
Calibration curve for the Temple Scroll Wrapper (MS 5095/1) ......................................................................... p. 152


ISBN Print: 9783525564691  —  ISBN E-Book: 9783647564692
© 2019, Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht GmbH & Co. KG, Göttingen

Jean-Baptiste Humbert o.p. / Marcello Fidanzio (eds.): Khirbet Qumrân and Aïn Feshkha IV A



Introduction
 

Marcello Fidanzio

Cave 11Q was discovered in early 1956. It is the 
only cave that has remained unpublished out of  all 
those excavated under the direction of  Roland de Vaux 
in the vicinity of  Qumran. This volume presents the 
final report on the excavations of  the Cave, bringing 
to completion the first publication about the caves of  
the Qumran area. At the same time, this is also the first 
volume in what is a larger initiative (the Qumran Caves 
Publication Project) concerned with the comprehen-
sive publication of  the material and documentation 
relating to the de Vaux excavations at the caves of  
Qumran. Storerooms and archives still contain such a 
quantity of  unpublished material and documentation 
as to justify an operation on this scale.

During the work on the archaeological material 
from Cave 11Q carried out for this volume, many 
tiny fragments of  manuscripts were found in the 
storerooms; these fragments, most of  which were 
collected during the 1956 excavation, had not been 
known so far. These, too, are published in the 
volume, which as such presents the final report on 
the 11Q excavations as well as the edition of  these 
new fragments, followed by a reevaluation of  the 
entire set of  texts found within the cave. The pur-
pose of  this volume is to make these data available 
and to allow such data to be studied. The legacy of  
those who led the way will thus enable others to 
porsue the work.

History of  the research – Situated at x: 243652.818; 
y: 629357.345; z: -282.992 (entrance point according 
to the Israeli Grid), 1 Cave 11Q is located around 1.5 
km north of  Khirbet Qumran and 500 m north of  
Cave 1Q. The cave was designated as 11Q, since it 
was the eleventh cave in which manuscripts had been 
discovered in the twentieth century. 2 The Bedouins, 
who were at the forefront of  the main discoveries 
at Qumran, were the first to enter the cave, and they 
looted it in early 1956. Having received the news, 
Gerald Lankester Harding and Roland de Vaux decid-
ed to excavate it during the fifth and final excavation 
of  excavations at Khirbet Qumran, already sched-
uled for the month of  February. The excavations 
were carried out on behalf  of  the Department of  
Antiquities of  Jordan (DAJ), the École Biblique et 
Archéologique Française (EBAF) and the Palestine 
Archaeological Museum (PAM). Several years later, in 
1988, the cave was excavated again by Joseph Patrich 
on behalf  of  the Hebrew University of  Jerusalem and 

1.	 Survey by Gabriel Levi, Mabat 3D Technologies, March 
2017.

2.	 In Cave 10Q only a fragment of  inscribed pottery was 
found, with two Hebrew letters. M. Baillet, “Textes des 
grottes 2Q, 3Q, 6Q, 7Q à 10Q,” in Id., J.T. Milik, and R. de 
Vaux, Les ‘petites grottes’ de Qumrân: Exploration de la falaise. Les 
grottes 2Q, 3Q, 5Q, 6Q, 7Q à 10Q. Le rouleau de cuivre (DJD 
3; Oxford: Clarendon, 1962), 45-164, on p. 164.
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