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‘Fierce Warriors’ or ‘Bloodthirsty Savages’: Albanians in Serbian
Textbooks (1882–1941) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225

Violeta Petroska-Beshka / Nikolina Kenig
Ethnocentric History Textbooks in a Multiethnic Society : The Case of the
Republic of Macedonia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237

Irena Stefoska
Constructing the Image of the ‘Threatening Neighbour’ in Macedonian
History Textbooks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249

Petar Todorov
Representations of Ethnic Albanians in Macedonian History Textbooks
from 1970 until the Present Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 257

About the Authors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 271

Inhalt6

Open-Access-Publikation im Sinne der CC-Lizenz BY 4.0

http://www.v-r.de/de


Claudia Lichnofsky / Enriketa Pandelejmoni / Darko Stojanov (eds.): Myths and Mythical Spaces

© 2018, V&R unipress GmbH, Göttingen
ISBN Print: 9783847108115 – ISBN E-Lib: 9783737008112

Foreword

This peer-reviewed edited volume focuses on textbook research pertaining
specifically to the Albanian-speaking regions of South-Eastern Europe, a subject
somewhat neglected by educational media research in the SEE region until now,
which has tended to focus on the countries of former Yugoslavia. This book is the
first to make textbooks written in the Albanian language its primary focus, and
thus fills a significant gap in textbook research in the SEE region. I therefore
congratulate the editors, Claudia Lichnofsky, Enriketa Pandelejmoni and Darko
Stojanov, and thank them for their expertise and collaboration over the years.

The idea for this volume emerged in the context of the project History Text-
books and Teaching in Albanian Language Areas, carried out at the Georg Eckert
Institute for International Textbook Research in Brunswick, Germany, between
2013 and 2015, and funded by the Federal Foreign Office of Germany. The project
sought to examine and advance the status of research on textbooks from Albania,
Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia. Conferences on educational media
research, seminars for textbook authors and workshops for teachers were held
every year of the project, and fellowships for research stays at the institute with
its unique textbook library were awarded to several scholars and textbook au-
thors in support of their work on textbooks written in Albanian and neigh-
bouring South-Slavic languages.1 The project and its events brought together
scholars, history teachers and textbook authors working in the region, partic-
ularly three conferences convened in Prishtina (2013), Tirana (2014) and Skopje
(2015), on the subject of myths in textbooks of South-Eastern Europe. Here, the
visual representations, national histories, ethnic conflicts and historical termi-
nology to be found in history textbooks of the region were analyzed and dis-
cussed in a variety of presentations and panels.

Many individuals and institutions contributed to the success of the project.

1 For further information on this project, see https://albanianlanguagetextbooks.wordpress.
com/ and http://www.gei.de/en/departments/textbooks-and-society/history-textbooks-and-
teaching-in-albanian-language-areas.html.
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First and foremost I thank Claudia Lichnofsky for her coordination of the project
at the GEI, and her assistants Christine Chiriac and Elvir Becirovic. We are
grateful for the cooperation of many institutions in the SEE region, particularly
to Skender Asani from the Institute for the Spiritual and Cultural Heritage of the
Albanians, Skopje, Bujar Dugolli from the University of Prishtina, Valentina
Duka from the University of Tirana, and Dragi Gjorgiev from the Institute of
National History in Skopje. I also extend my appreciation to our network of
history teachers, academics and textbook authors, which has grown and flour-
ished thanks to Jonathan Even-Zohar and Dieter Nehring.

This edited volume has also come to life thanks to the hard work of many. The
sincere thanks of the editors and myself go to all contributors for their unique
perspectives and insights. On behalf of the editors and contributors, I also thank
the two anonymous reviewers for their invaluable advice and detailed, con-
structive criticism, and Marcus Otto for his support and advice. Sincere thanks
are due to our proofreaders at the GEI, Nicola Watson and Kate Ebisch-Burton,
for their patience and diligence, to Niamh Burns for her sensitive and intelligent
editing, and to Wendy Anne Kopisch for her editorial coordination.

Eckhardt Fuchs
Director, Georg Eckert Institute for International Textbook Research,

Brunswick, Germany, September 2017
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Claudia Lichnofsky / Enriketa Pandelejmoni / Darko Stojanov

Introduction: Textbooks and Teaching of Albania in
South-Eastern Europe

Textbook research is no longer a new field of study and has made its mark in
South-Eastern Europe particularly in the course of education reform since the
breakup of Yugoslavia in 1992. Until now, however, studies have tended to
marginalise textbooks and educational media written in the Albanian language.
While several volumes and articles have been published on textbooks in South-
Eastern Europe since the 1990s,1 Albanian textbooks hardly feature in these
writings. This volume therefore seeks to fill this research gap by focusing on
textbooks written in the Albanian language and neighbouring South-Slavic
languages and of significance for Albanians and Albanian speakers.

What textbooks teach is always of political interest: ‘they provide a key
through which national and citizenship identities are projected and constructed
vis / vis a wider world’.2 When analysing textbooks, we learn what generations of
learners will read about their own pasts and about the history of others. A
textbook represents a society’s intentions for its next generation. Two factors are
vital for understanding the images of countries and peoples that are produced in
textbooks: selection (which aspects of history?) and presentation (how are
Others depicted?). Stereotypes and prejudices are built on certain perceptions
that shape how one sees (and writes about) the world. For this reason, they
ultimately reveal more about one’s own identity problems than about how one
views one’s neighbour. As Wolfgang Höpken has remarked, an ‘ethnically
fragmented region such as South-Eastern Europe is a space of intensive expe-

1 Augusta Dimou, ed., ‘Transition’ and the Politics of History Education in Southeast Europe.
Eckert. The Book Series, vol. 124 (Goettingen: V& R unipress, 2009); Wolfgang Höpken, ed.,
Öl ins Feuer? Schulbücher, ethnische Stereotypen und Gewalt in Südosteuropa/Oil on Fire?
Textbooks, Ethnic Stereotypes and Violence in South-Eastern Europe, Studien zur interna-
tionalen Schulbuchforschung, vol. 89 (Hanover : Verlag Hahnsche Buchhandlung, 1996);
Christina Koulouri, ed., Clio in the Balkans: The Politics of History Education (Thessaloniki:
CDRSEE, 2002).

2 Hanna Schissler and Yasemin Nuhoğlu Soysal, eds, The Nation, Europe, and the World:
Textbooks and Curricula in Transition (New York: Berghahn Books, 2005), p. 2.
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rience of both confrontation and conflict. In such a region, where being an ‘other’
has often been associated with conflict intensity, a swift recourse to stereotypes
can provide an easy means of categorisation and self-confirmation’.3 Or, fol-
lowing Rainer Ohliger, one might say that as textbooks are instruments for the
implementation of national ideologies, they can turn into prominent sources of
intra-societal conflicts in (ethnically) diverse societies. Not only the state but
also competing interest groups often intervene in the process of textbook
writing. Cultural hegemony and political power over the national curricula
provide tools for defining the very essence of the nation. Textbooks not only
mirror the national culture of education, but are also essential and complex
instruments for building, constructing and reproducing it. Representation in
textbooks is thus significant for the recognition and status of minorities and
marginal social groups. A crucial conflict within the realm of educational policy
arises as soon as the nation is constructed along ethno-national lines and the
state either includes members of ‘other’ ethnic groups or excludes minorities
who are considered part of the ethno-national Self.4

In defining what is meant by ‘enemies’ and ‘others’, a nation also shapes its
own desired (self-)perception. The framework for such definitions is the nation-
building process and its need for demarcation and exclusion since the end of the
18th century. After the fall of the communist regime in Albania and the breakup
of Yugoslavia, the Marxist approach was removed from textbooks and former
interpretations were replaced by ethnocentric perspectives.

Textbook Research in and on Albania and South-Eastern Europe

Most research published on history textbooks of former Yugoslav states, par-
ticularly in the 1990s, addresses textbooks either from Yugoslavia (from the
Kingdom of Yugoslavia or the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia) or from
Serbia. This volume seeks to fill the existing research gap on textbooks for
Albanian readers living in South-Eastern Europe. It brings together a diverse
group of scholars, history teachers and textbook authors from Albanian-
speaking countries and other states within the Balkans with analyses of the visual
representations, national histories, ethnic conflicts and historical terminology
presented in history textbooks of the region.

A significant portion of this volume is dedicated to the analysis of myths

3 Höpken, ed., Öl ins Feuer? p. 24.
4 Rainer Ohliger, ‘Representing the National Other: Textbooks and the Formation of Ethno-

national Identity in Germany 1871–1945’, in Internationale Schulbuchforschung/International
Textbook Research 21/2 (1999), pp. 103–124.
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inspired by the narratives of history textbooks in South-Eastern Europe. After
the demise of communism in the region, the concept of the nation continued to
function as the major organising principle of history. Many historians continue
to produce national myths to substantiate national identity. They locate the
nation in the past, sketch the future of the nation and create boundaries ex-
cluding ‘others’. According to Anthony Smith, two types of myth support na-
tionalism: the myth of ethnic descent and that of cultural affinity.5 An alleged
shared ethnicity is used to support territorial claims and to bolster national as
well as communal solidarity. Ethnic myths appear in narratives of spatial origin,
ancestry, heroic age, decline, and regeneration. Textbooks of South-Eastern
European countries feature such ethnic myths, even displaying contradictory
and conflicting narratives within the same country, yet in books intended for
different communities. Myths based on a supposed cultural affinity, on the other
hand, seek to

recreate the heroic spirit (and the heroes) that animated ‘our ancestors’ in some past
golden age; and descent is traced, not through family pedigrees, but through the per-
sistence of certain kinds of ‘virtue’ or other distinctive cultural qualities, be it of
language, customs, religion, institutions, or more general personal attributes.6

P,l Kolstø identifies myths that seek to define boundaries, and categorises them
into four types: the myth of sui generis, of antemurale, of martyrdom, and of
antiquitas.7 Myths of sui generis, martyrdom, and antiquitas are also identified
in the South-Eastern European textbooks analysed in this volume. Two ap-
proaches to the analysis of myth are defined by Kolstø: the ‘enlighteners’, who
treat myths as the opposite of ‘facts’, and the ‘functionalists’, who treat myths as
‘an inevitable element of human existence and human societies’. Both of these
approaches are analysed within this volume.

South-Eastern Europe is not new to historiographical myth. Two previous
volumes constitute the fundamental reference works for this fascinating field of
research: Stephanie Schwandner-Sievers’ volume on Myth and History inves-
tigates myth production in Albanian historiography and politics, Enver Hoxha’s
contribution to and role in myths, myths in nationalist historiography and the
role of education in myth production.8 Kolstø’s 2005 volume on myths and
boundaries in South-Eastern Europe deals with aspects such as ancient na-
tionhood and the connection between myth and religion. Neither of these vol-

5 Anthony D. Smith, Myths and Memories of the Nation (Oxford: OUP, 1999).
6 Ibid, p. 60.
7 P,l Kolstø, Myths and Boundaries in South-Eastern Europe (London: Hurst & Co., 2005).
8 Stephanie Schwandner-Sievers and Bernard J. Fischer, eds, Albanian Identities. Myth and

History (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2002).
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umes, however, addresses the impact of myths on education and educational
media.

Lulzim Dragidella has concluded that history textbooks in Kosovo lack
multiple perspectives, and that history teaching is instrumentalised for political
purposes.9 Even in reference to times before modern nation-building, for in-
stance the medieval period, historians spoke of ‘Albanians’ rather than ‘Albanian
speakers’, and Islam was presented as forcefully imposed upon the population
rather than exercised through choice. The analysis equally notes the emotional
nature of the vocabulary used, and that the selection of topics is politically
motivated and presented with little room for discussion and divergent opinions.
Indeed, a workshop held in Prishtina in May 2005 by the Georg Eckert Institute
for International Textbook Research was attended by evaluators of Kosovar
textbooks who pointed to the weaknesses of the textbooks in use at the time. The
workshop was a good example of a clash of paradigms where ‘Western’ historians
sought to introduce deconstructivist approaches to the nation while Kosovar and
Albanian historians insisted on maintaining a distinctly national narrative.10

History teaching in Kosovo has been the subject of intensive debate in recent
years. Denisa Kostovicova has conducted the most significant research to date on
this subject: in a volume edited by Augusta Dimou in 2009, Kostovicova inves-
tigates the impact of parallel education on history teaching in Kosovo after
1999.11 She discovers that some 400 000 pupils, university students, and teachers
were part of the parallel system and that schools were segregated (one part of the
school was used by Albanians or the day was divided into two shifts: one Serbian
and one Albanian). Secondary schools and universities denied access to Alba-
nians and classrooms were moved to private houses. In the Albanians-only
classes, the story of the Illyrian descent of Albanians was emphasised in order to
confirm the autochthony of Albanians as opposed to the Serbian narrative of
Albanian immigration to Kosovo. The history of the Serbian presence in Kosovo
was presented exclusively as a history of conflict, war, colonisation and massa-
cre.12

Publications on textbooks and teaching in Albania have until now tended to
be of a descriptive nature or to remain within the scope of practical recom-

9 Lulzim Dragidella, ‘Neue Entwicklungen des Geschichtsunterrichts und der Geschichts-
schulbücher des Kosovo’ in Eckert.Beiträge vol. 12 (2010).

10 Rutar, Sabine, ‘Evaluation von Geschichtsbüchern im Kosovo. Eine Tagung in Prishtina’ in
Internationale Schulbuchforschung/International Textbook Research 27/2 (2005), pp. 242–
244.

11 Denisa Kostovicova, ‘The Albanian Parallel Education System and Its Aftermath: Segrega-
tion, Identity, and Governance’, in Dimou, ed., ‘Transition’ and the Politics of History Edu-
cation, pp. 201–215.

12 Ibid., p. 208.
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mendations.13 Denis Vuka analyses the Albanian textbooks following the edu-
cation reforms and liberalisation of textbooks in Albania in 2008. While he
acknowledges the changes the textbooks underwent and the attempt to integrate
new educational theories into their design, he nevertheless ascertains that the
textbooks lack historical sources, rather limiting their scope to background texts
and only few.14 The same is true, Vuka continues, of textbooks in Kosovo, which
are all published by only one publishing house. According to Vuka, these lack not
only sources but also a didactic concept, using language that is inappropriate for
the age of the pupils. Textbooks from both countries follow a linear narrative of
Albanians, portrayed as the descendants of Illyrians and the only resistance
fighters against the Ottoman Empire. Vuka describes this as reminiscent of the
concept of national identity in the Communist era (during the socialist regime of
Enver Hoxha). He concludes that the liberalisation of the textbook market has
not improved the quality of the books: although in Albania seven publishing
houses produce textbooks today, their strict adherence to the curriculum, which
defines chapters and even sub-chapters, renders them all highly similar. At the
same time, Vuka notes, the textbooks are not based on constructivist learning
theories, although this is equally a requirement by the curriculum.15 Similarly,
Enriketa Pandelejmoni has shown that, while the Marxist interpretation of his-
tory was omitted in the textbooks when Albanian transition was still in its
infancy, there has still been no ‘paradigm shift’ as far as changes to the con-
ceptualization, methodology, and interdisciplinary incorporation of per-
spectives and historical analysis.16

Research on history textbooks in Macedonia is for the most part available in
Macedonian and English. Robert Pichler provides an introduction to education

13 See, for example, Valentina Duka, ‘The History of Albanians and their Neighbors in Albanian
Textbooks’ in Teaching the History of Southeastern Europe, ed. by Christina Koulouri
(Thessaloniki: CDRSEE, 2001), p. 10; Albana Lama, ‘The Balkan Neighbours in the School
Textbooks of History and Geography in the Albanian Secondary Schools of General Edu-
cation’ in The Image of the ’Other’. Neighbours in the School Textbooks of the Balkan Coun-
tries, ed. by Panos Xochellis, D. Toloudi and I. Fotini (Athens: Dardanos, 2001) p.6; Agim
Sinani and Mimoza Gjokutaj, ‘The Reflection of Intercultural Relations and their Integration
in the Contents of the Curricula in the Albanian School System’ in The Image of the ’Other’, ed.
by Xochellis et al. , p. 45.

14 Denis Vuka, ‘History Teaching in Albania following Educational Reform in 2008’, Journal of
Educational Media, Memory, and Society, 7/1 (2015), pp. 119.

15 Ibid, p. 120.
16 Enriketa Pandelejmoni, ‘New Approaches on the History of Albania in Historical Textbooks

during Transition’ in The Call for Freedom. Studies on Totalitarianism and Transition in
Albania, ed. by Thomas Schrapel, Enriketa Pandelejmoni and Andi Pinari (Tirana: Maluka,
2016), p. 305.
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policy in Macedonia and its impact on history teaching17: after a short violent
conflict in north-west Macedonia, the Ohrid Framework Agreement (OFA) of
2001 gave the Albanian community (some 25–30 percent of the population of
Macedonia) more collective rights, including higher education in their mother
tongue. In the light of events in Kosovo, the Macedonian majority population and
politicians feared requests of territorial autonomy or even separatism on the part
of their Albanian population. Pichler thus describes the OFA as a compromise
and ultimately an attempt to secure the territorial integrity of the Republic of
Macedonia.18 In a similar context, Petar Todorov examines representations of
conflicts between ethnic Macedonians and ethnic Albanians, as well as the image
of the ‘other’ (i. e. ethnic Albanians), in the textbooks published as a result of the
post-2001 curricula reform. He argues that, despite certain changes coming from
both the governmental and non-governmental sectors, there has been no gen-
uine progress in terms of inter-ethnic dialogue and understanding in the text-
books.19 A significant effort to relate textbook research to the field of peace
education and approaches such as multiperspectivity in the immediate after-
math of the 2001 conflict was made by Violeta Petroska-Beshka in a special
report for the United States Institute of Peace (USIP) focusing on the relationship
between history teaching and conflict.20 A further relevant study on history
teaching and textbook research in Macedonia is the EUROCLIO analysis (Eu-
ropean Association of History Educators) emphasising the development of
ethnocentric or ‘nation-based interpretations of the past’ which tend to have
divisive effects.21

Dieter Nehring analyses the situation of history teaching, textbooks and
curricula in Serbia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Kosovo and Albania (all countries
with classes given in the Albanian language), and ascertains that Macedonian
and Albanian textbooks in particular refer to a historiography which claims to
include all Macedonians and all Albanians, even outside the territory and at a
time long before the commencement of the state-building process. He attributes
this tendency to the relatively delayed nature of this process, as well as the

17 Robert Pichler, ‘Historiography and the Politics of Education in the Republic of Macedonia
(1991–2008)’ in Dimou, ed. ‘Transition’ and the Politics of History Education.

18 Ibid., p. 231.
19 Petar Todorov, ‘Teaching History in Macedonia after 2001. Representations of Armed Con-

flict between Ethnic Macedonians and Ethnic Albanians‘, in History Can Bite. History Edu-
cation in Divided and Postwar Societies, ed. by Denise Bentrovato, Karina V. Korostelina and
Martina Schulze (Goettingen: V& R unipress, 2016), pp. 111–124.

20 Violeta Petroska-Beshka and Mirjana Najchevska, Macedonia: Understanding History, Pre-
venting Future Conflict, Special Report 115 (Washington DC: United States Institute of Peace,
2004).

21 Joke van Der Leeuw-Roord, A Key to Unlock the Past. History Education in Macedonia: An
Analysis of Today’s Suggestions for the Future (The Hague/Skopje: EUROCLIO, 2012).
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multicultural and multinational composition of the territory, which in turn gives
rise to a more transnational (in the sense of ‘trans-state’) approach to a national
historiography focusing on all members of the nation.22

Dubravka Stojanović is a principal contributor of scholarship on textbooks in
Serbia and is active in initiatives such as the creation of the joint history
workbooks by the Center for Reconciliation and Democracy (CDRSEE) in
Thessaloniki. She criticises nationalism in textbooks and describes shifts in
historical narratives. In the 1990s, during the era of Milošević, textbooks con-
tinued to describe ‘the Serbian people’ as the focus of a ‘class struggle’; Serbs and
Montenegrins were presented as victims of Croatian traitors, Hitler and na-
tionalist Albanians who terrorised Serbs in Kosovo.23 Croats were depicted as
enemies and the numbers of victims of the Croatian Ustasha regime were used to
legitimise the war against Croatia during the 1990s.24 The beginning of the
disintegration of Yugoslavia is marked by the removal of Aleksandar Ranković,
the then chief of the federal police, from his position in 1964. The new textbooks
of the 1990s, notes Stojanović, describe the constitution of 1974 as the culmi-
nation of injustice against the Serbs, and the Serbian nation is presented as
having suffered the largest number of victims (together with Montenegro), while
the Catholic Church is accused of fanaticism and of exerting pressure on the
Serbian people. At the same time, maintains Stojanović, the Serbs were never-
theless able to preserve their religious and national identity.25

Interestingly, an overview of the current research status regarding textbooks
from South-Eastern Europe reveals certain similarities between the history
textbooks of the different countries: one pattern shows that Balkan history is
taught separately from national history and European or world history. In all
textbooks, however, sources are rare and generally used for decorative, rather
than pedagogical, purposes. The Ottoman Empire is perceived as a foreign rule
and suppressive power in relation to the local population in all textbooks, and the
history of each individual nation is depicted as dating back to antiquity and with
a strong line of continuity. Positivist national paradigms continue to stress the
singularity of the nation, and history is taught via a prevalent politicised master
narrative.

22 Gerd-Dieter Nehring, ‘Geschichtsbücher in albanischsprachigen Gebieten Südosteuropas’
Eckert. Working Papers, vol. 3 (2014).

23 Dubravka Stojanović, ‘Slow Burning: History Textbooks in Serbia, 1993–2008’, in ‘Transition’
and the Politics of History Education in Southeast Europe, ed. by Augusta Dimou, p. 144.

24 Radina Vučetić-Mladenović, ‘Textbooks and the Teaching of Twentieth-Century History in
Serbia since 1989’ in After the Wall: History Teaching in Europe since 1989, ed. by Martin
Roberts (Hamburg: Edition Körber Stiftung, 2004) p. 154.

25 Dubravka Stojanović, ‘Yugoslavia in a Broken Mirror. The Serbian Textbooks’, in Clio in the
Balkans ed. by Christina Koulouri, pp. 250–251.
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Textbooks and Education Policies in South-Eastern Europe:
Historical Background and Political Challenges

This volume addresses textbooks written in the Albanian and neighbouring
languages and in use in Albania, Kosovo, Macedonia and Serbia. While the
relevant region for the use of these textbooks is inhabited primarily by an Al-
banian-speaking population, it is also home to Macedonians, Serbs and Mon-
tenegrins as the titular nations of the respective countries, in addition to Roma,
Egyptians, Ashkali, Aromanians, Turks, Croats, Bosniaks, Gorani, Macedonian
Muslims and other ethnic groups. From the length of this list of ethnic affili-
ations, one can easily appreciate the difficulties associated with establishing
nation-states in the region, a challenge which has persisted since the days of the
Ottoman Empire. While former Yugoslavia did endorse processes of national
identification post-1945, the question of nationality was intensified, however,
after the collapse of Yugoslavia and the wars of the 1990s. Each national group
sought to establish an ‘ethnically pure’ nation state, which in such a diverse
multi-ethnic region led, inevitably, to conflict, as was the case in Croatia
(1991–1995), in Bosnia and Herzegovina (1992–1995), in Kosovo (1998–1999)
and in Macedonia (2001).

One consequence of the specific historical developments within the region is
that the majority of Albanians live outside the borders of Albania. This is the case
despite the existence of the nation-state in which members of the titular nation
reside. In Kosovo Albanians are the majority population (some 90 percent) of
eight ethnic groups; they live in Macedonia (between 25 and 30 percent) as a
group with comprehensive minority rights (such as schooling in the Albanian
language and Albanian political representatives); and in Serbia and Montenegro
as a minority entitled to Albanian-language schooling and media. In Greece
there are a small number of Albanians who are not recognised as a minority
group, most of them having been expelled to southern Albania and Turkey after
the Second World War and joined later by those who had migrated from Albania
to Greece after 1991. Greece does not yet offer schooling in the Albanian lan-
guage.

Albanian nation-building differs in many aspects from that of its neighbours:
the nation is not bound to any particular religious denomination due to the
religious heterogeneity of its population, comprising Muslims, who moved
amongst the elite during the Ottoman Empire, Catholics (in northern Albania
and western Kosovo) or Orthodox Christians (in southern Albania). Although
the language is divided into two main dialects – Gheg (spoken in northern
Albania, Kosovo and Macedonia) and Tosk (in southern Albania) – in 1972 a
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standard language based on Tosk was made official. The language thus con-
stitutes a uniting force for all Albanians.

The establishment of a standard language in 1972 led to lessons being taught
in standard Albanian not only in Albania and Kosovo, but also in Macedonia,
Montenegro and Serbia, even though the Albanian spoken in those areas differs
somewhat from the standard. The curricula that govern this teaching differ from
country to country. In Kosovo, Macedonia and Serbia each recognised ethnic
group is entitled to 30 percent of lesson time dedicated to their ‘own history’.
Clearly history is viewed in the region as being predominantly categorised along
ethnic lines; the concept of an ‘own history’ thus carries obvious ethnic and
national connotations. Since 1990, therefore, the subject ‘History of Albania’ has
been replaced by ‘History of the Albanian People’, which also includes Albanians
living in neighbouring countries and implies an inclusion of their territories
within the Albanian nation-state. This, however, is at odds with the Serbian and
Macedonian national historiographies, which likewise portray their respective
nation-states as occupying only a portion of the natural and historic territory of
their nations, a perception which, understandably, conflicts with the historiog-
raphies of neighbouring countries. History textbooks depicting an ethnic-na-
tionalistic history thus pour further oil on the fire of ethnic conflict in the region,
to continue the metaphor coined by Wolfgang Höpken.26

Not surprisingly, there are interesting differences between the curricula and
textbooks provided for the subject of history in those countries which provide
schooling in the Albanian language. In 2001/2002, the Republic of Serbia ini-
tiated reforms which sought to replace the hitherto rather more ‘socialist’ vo-
cabulary with so-called ‘Western’ standards, also incorporating assessment
programmes such as PISA. One obstacle was that Serbia intended to launch a
reform for the whole country, while the province Vojvodina insisted on its au-
tonomy in terms of education.27 This brought about a shift in pedagogical ap-
proaches: the books now contained tasks, direct questions, pupil involvement,
sources, and a better balance of textual and visual material.28 In contrast, text-
books from the 1980s which were merely revised (yet equally widely used in
secondary schools) only featured small changes and less innovative pedagogical
approaches.29

The history curriculum in Albania has undergone dramatic changes. Between
1945 and 1990, historical events of national significance were primarily depicted

26 Höpken, ed., Öl ins Feuer?
27 Sabine Rutar, ‘Bildungsreform in der Republik Serbien’, Internationale Schulbuchforschung/

International Textbook Research 24/3 (2002), pp. 315–316.
28 Bojana Petrić, ‘History Textbooks in Serbia after 2000: Signs of Educational Change?’ In-

ternationale Schulbuchforschung/International Textbook Research 28/2 (2006), pp. 179–183.
29 Ibid. p. 186–192.
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from a Marxist and ethnocentric perspective or, as historian Bernd Fischer has
put it, as ‘Marxist Nationalism’.30 Here, the national history of Albanians, as Peter
Barl asserts, ‘was not rarely portrayed with romantic notes and as a linear de-
velopment, from the Illyrians era to the period of Enver Hoxha’s rule’.31 Initially,
the post-communist reform was focused on changing the curricula on the basis
of which new textbooks of both pre-university and university level were to be
prepared.32 The years 1991–1992 were characterised by the resolution of certain
pressing issues such as the elimination of official Marxist-Leninist ideology,
removal of the subject of the History of the Albanian Labour Party (PLA) from
the syllabus, and a complete review of national history, especially that of the
communist and World War II eras.33 The following years saw profound changes
in the content of the history syllabus and in textbook writing, and the National
Council of History was set up at the Ministry of Education. This was composed of
experts in all periods of history from the Academy of Sciences, professors from
Albanian universities, and history teachers from various types of schools. The
official history curriculum for all pre-university levels in Albania was drawn up
according to the instructions of this Council, and it was this curriculum on which
history textbooks of the subsequent years were based.34

But the impacts of policy on academia, as well as the political change of power
from Democrats to Socialists following the turmoil of 1997, also had an effect on
the National Council of History. While its specialists were now closer to the
power base, at the same time curricula were subject to review and new textbooks
were to be compiled. Between 1998 and 1999 almost all textbooks were reviewed
(in most cases by different authors than those who had done so prior to 1996).
These assessments revealed frequent subjectivism in the treatment of both World
War II and of communism, with the pronounced aim of ‘protecting history from
nihilism and the denigration of Albanian historiography from right-wing ele-
ments’. The trend for reviewing and the political repositioning of the Albanian
humanities, particularly in the writing of national history, seems to be a per-
manent feature.35

30 Bernd Fischer, ‘The Second World War in Albania: History and Historical Agendas’ in
Albanische Geschichte. Stand der Forschung. Special issue of Südosteuropäische Arbeiten 140,
ed. by Oliver J. Schmitt and Eva Frantz (Oldenbourg: De Gruyter, 2009), p. 122.

31 Peter Bartl, ‘Begegnungen mit der albanischen Geschichte’, in Albanische Geschichte. ed. by
Oliver J. Schmitt and Eva Frantz, p. 259.

32 Valentina Duka, ‘Dhjet[ vjet historigrafi postkomuniste n[ Shqip[ri’ in Ç[shtje t[ historis[
bashk[kohore t[ shqiptar[ve (Tirana: ShBLU, 2008) p. 214.

33 Bernd Fischer, ‘The Second World War in Albania: History and Historical Agendas’ in
Albanische Geschichte. Stand der Forschung, p. 126.

34 Enriketa Pandelejmoni, ‘New Approaches on the History of Albania in Historical Textbooks
during Transition’ in The Call for Freedom, pp. 305–306.

35 Ibid., p. 307–308.
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It appears that ‘political correctness’ is a dominant theme in academic work
conducted at institutions responsible for the compilation of textbooks and their
writing. Old clich8s of Albanian historiography are still to be found, even in the
post-communist period. According to Duka,36 contemporary textbooks of his-
tory have reflected upon the war and the Albanians’ efforts to consolidate an
independent state and economic-social reforms. Similarly, emphasis is also
placed on the War of Liberation against the fascist and Nazi occupation and
Albania’s positive role played in World War II, even if these portrayals are equally
occasionally subject to political influence. The monopoly of the state publishing
house Libri shkollor collapsed in 2005, and several publishing houses now issue
authorised history textbooks, written by teachers as well as historians. The new
government of the Socialist Party with Edi Rama as Prime Minister came into
power in 2013 and seeks to return to the monopoly of the textbook market. This
could lead to only one textbook being used in the future, mainly translated from
Western European languages.

The illegal Albanian university in Tetovo, founded in 1994, was legalised in
2004 due to the political agreement between the political parties in power and
due to the socio-political changes in Macedonia after 2001. Previously, the
Southeast European University had been opened with the support of the inter-
national community in 2001, in order to establish an alternative for Albanian
students.37 The Ohrid Framework Agreement (OFA) also had an impact on the
history curriculum: indirectly it led to commissions for curricula and textbook
development and for textbook selection to be multinational with a significant
number of Albanian historians. Since 2001, controversy has arisen due to the
opposition on the part of Macedonian historians to the inclusion of the history of
Albania in the teaching of Albanian history, rather than teaching the history of
the local Albanian population in Macedonia.38 Meanwhile, Albanian historians
insist on their Illyrian origins despite a lack of sources to support this claim, and
they critique the recent claim of some mainstream Macedonian historians that
Macedonians are not Slavs but descendants of Alexander the Great.39 Both
communities are young nations and struggle for recognition of their narratives
on the part of their neighbours. Ethnic Macedonians additionally defend their
language against denial coming from Bulgarian political and intellectual elites,
their church against denial of its autonomy coming from the Serbian Orthodox

36 Valentina Duka, ‘The History of Albanians and their Neighbors in Albanian Textbooks’ in
Teaching the History of Southeastern Europe, ed. by Christina Koulouri (Thessaloniki:
CDRSEE, 2001), p. 50.

37 Robert Pichler, ‘Historiography and the Politics of Education in the Republic of Macedonia
(1991–2008)’ in ‘Transition’ and the Politics of History Education, p. 222–225.

38 Ibid., p. 231.
39 Ibid, pp. 232–233.
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Church, their national designation against Greece, and the integrity of their
territory against potential Albanian separatists.40

The Macedonian political and cultural elite therefore react with national
narratives which seek to confirm the autochthony and longstanding history of
ethnic Macedonians. Every past event, from Antiquity through to the Middle
Ages and the nineteenth century to the independence of the Republic of Mace-
donia is perceived as ‘Macedonian’ and sometimes depicted in isolation from the
broader context. Not unlike the Albanian historiographical narrative, the Mac-
edonian counterpart constructs a linear continuity of the Macedonian nation.
This nationalist approach in the multi-ethnic and multi-religious context of
Macedonia uses mainly myths, memories, traditions and symbols, defines itself
through the exclusion of other nations and national narratives, and produces
divisions within society.41

The conflict between Albanian and Macedonian historians continues un-
resolved. Albanian historians complain of an overly ethnocentric content in
favour of Macedonians, and of their own limited power within the commission.
The procedure of creating and selecting textbooks is strictly defined and in the
hands of the ministry : the books are published and purchased by the ministry
and distributed directly to schools.42 EUROCLIO has analysed Macedonian
history education and recommended curriculum revisions and new textbooks
detailing the history of the population living in Macedonia, online materials, and
a more open selection procedure regarding textbook authors.43 Together with the
local History Teacher Association ANIM, EUROCLIO published a large number
of additional teaching materials regarding Macedonia and its neighbours.44

Unfortunately, however, this material was not approved by the Ministry of Ed-
ucation. At present, a potential solution for the Albanian/Macedonian textbook
conflict appears to be the production of textbooks to be used by all relevant
communities in their own languages. Indeed, one joint textbook does now
present both the Macedonian and Albanian ‘versions’ of history ; however, the
narratives run parallel without reference to one another. Serbia was also included
in the joint history textbook project of the CDRSEE from the very beginning of

40 Ibid., p. 246.
41 Nikola Jordanovski, ‘Between the Necessity and the Impossibility of a “National History”’, in

Clio in the Balkans, ed. by Christina Koulouri, p. 265–266.
42 Besnik Emini, ‘School History Textbooks in the Republic of Macedonia. Report for the

Project History Textbooks and Teaching in Albanian Language Areas, Georg Eckert Institute
for International Textbook Research, 2014, p. 4.

43 Joke van Der Leeuw-Roord, A Key to Unlock the Past, p. 10.
44 ‘Change and Continuity in Everyday Life in Albania, Bulgaria and Macedonia 1945-2000’;

‘Macedonia: Retelling the History of a New Nation’ (2007), ‘Once upon a time … we lived
together (2014)’ http://www.euroclio.eu/new/index.php/publications/educational-material-
mainmenu-391 (23. 4. 2015).
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the process. The publication of four workbooks on the Ottoman Empire, nation-
states, the Balkan Wars and the Second World War by CDRSEE, however, pro-
voked rather violent reactions from elites, especially in Serbia and Greece. The
project was perceived as an attempt at homogenisation and an attack on the
nation’s memory.45

After the war, in 1999, administrative matters and education were organised
by UNMIK (United Nations Mission in Kosovo), who sought to establish a
modern European education system. The destruction of 45 percent of school
buildings posed a problem, as did the emigration of many teachers and the
relatively low education level of those remaining. The Kosovo-Albanian text-
books presented Kosovo as an independent state and Albanians as the native
population.46 The teaching material, as well as the methods and didactics, were
outdated, and the books were text-heavy and fact-orientated. While Serbian
schools in Kosovo still follow the Serbian curriculum and have textbooks from
Serbia, the Bosniak minority use textbooks from Bosnia which do not follow the
Kosovar curriculum. The Turkish minority has its own books, written by Turkish
historians from Kosovo.47

Since the reforms in 2010, history has been taught in Kosovo in the subject
cluster ‘Society and Environment’, together with geography and civic education.
The framework curriculum defines that school education (called pre-university
education) should cultivate personal and national identity, raise awareness of the
existence of the Kosovar state and focus on key competencies such as effective
communication, thinking skills, learning competencies, competencies in nego-
tiating, and other ‘soft skills’.

The depiction of the Ottoman Empire in Kosovar history textbooks was the
initial bone of contention giving rise to diplomatic quarrels and media attention
after the Turkish Prime Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan, requested during a
meeting with the Prime Minister of Kosovo in November 2010 that Kosovar
textbooks be reviewed in terms of offensive vocabulary and negative images.48

The Kosovar Minister of Education, Science and Technology established a
‘Committee to review the portrayal of Ottoman and Turkish history, geography
and culture in textbooks of the Republic of Kosovo’, which in December 2012
suggested the replacement of terms such as ‘revenge’, ‘murder’, ‘crudeness’,
‘harsh measures’, ‘violently occupied’, ‘conquest’ and similar expressions with

45 Dubravka Stojanović, ‘Slow Burning’, p. 157.
46 Lulzim Dragidella, ‘Neue Entwicklungen des Geschichtsunterrichts und der Geschichts-

schulbücher des Kosovo’, p. 7.
47 OSCE, Kosovo Non-majority Communities within the Primary and Secondary Educational

Systems (Vienna: OSCE, 2009).
48 There is still only one publishing house which produces history textbooks for Kosovo (Libri

shkollor), although textbooks of the publisher Albas (from Albania) are also in use.
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milder alternatives.49 The textbook authors were far from pleased with these
recommendations, considering them a violation of their academic freedom.
They pointed to the 500-year occupation of Kosovo and refused to accept what
they viewed as ‘political intervention’ by Turkey as well as the recommendations
of the committee on account of the latter exploiting the ‘Kosovar inferiority
complex’. Albanian intellectuals signed a petition refusing the changes because
national history, they claimed, should consist only of resistance, rebellion and
the struggle for freedom. In view of the banishment of the Albanian language and
cultural genocide against Albanians on the part of the Ottoman Empire, it was
stated that any intervention would ‘threaten the very DNA of the Albanian na-
tion’.50 In the meantime, important steps have been taken towards reconciliation:
the German Forum Ziviler Friedensdienst, in cooperation with EUROCLIO, has
established a cooperative project, ‘Dealing with the Past’ with the Kosovar his-
tory teachers association, while the latter, EUROCLIO and the Ministry of Ed-
ucation are pursuing curricular reforms unique to the region.

On the Contributions to this Volume

The contributions to this volume reflect on aspects of visual representation,
terminology, national history and the representation of conflictual events in
Albania, Kosovo, Serbia and Macedonia in current history textbooks written in
the Albanian language. Many chapters are dedicated to the creation and prop-
agation of myths, building on theories by Kolstø. For reasons of comparison,
some chapters address textbooks written in Macedonian, Greek and Croatian in
order to contextualise the Albanian books within the general regional and po-
litical landscape of South-Eastern Europe.

Durim Abdullahu begins the first section, ‘History, Myth and Ideological
Spaces’, with his study of historical myth in Kosovar textbooks written in the
Albanian language. He begins with a theoretical introduction to the myth, as-
certaining that the historical myth possesses, in Heideggerian terms, a kind of
‘being without beings’; it is a mere construction, detached from the past events
that it purports to organise. He acknowledges the political and ideological uses of
such myths before moving to his identification of the dominant historical myths
in the textbooks under consideration. He concludes with a call for a wholescale
reform of these textbooks.

49 Shk[lzen Gashi, ‘Report on the Debate of the Portrayal of the Ottoman Empire in Kosova-
Kosovo History Textbooks’, Eckert: Working Papers 1/2015, p. 2–4.

50 Shk[lzen Gashi, Kosova 1912–2000 in the History Textbooks of Kosova, Albania and Serbia
(Prishtina: KAHCR and KEC, 2012) pp. 11, 50–52.
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Denis Vuka investigates the images used in textbooks during and after the
Socialist period in Albania. His paper focuses on the cult of personality sur-
rounding absolute leader Enver Hoxha. This tradition was continued even after
Hoxha: photos and biographies of both Ramiz Alia and Sali Berisha, the first
post-Communist president of Albania, are included at the end of textbooks
published during their reign.

Darko Stojanov and Jovan Bliznakovski work towards an understanding, and
deconstruction, of political myths taught in schools in the Republic of Mace-
donia. The separation of ethnic Macedonians and ethnic Albanians the Republic
of Macedonia’s schools ensures that each group learns its own distinct national
myths. Both the Albanian and the Macedonian national historiographies refer to
antique origins: in the Macedonian case, to Alexander the Great, and the Alba-
nians to the Illyrians.

Fabio Bego compares national perceptions of the Vlora conflict of 1920 in Italy
and Albania and claims that they contribute to the formation of collective
identities. The Italian government made use of the conflict in its shift towards a
more authoritarian regime; whereas in Albania, it was used to legitimize the
country’s independence.

Enriketa Pandelejmoni analyses the main interpretations of the role of Al-
bania‘s communist leader Enver Hoxha in the Second World War found in post-
socialist history school textbooks. Examining processes of demythologization of
historiography, Pandelejmoni argues that although there were attempts to de-
mythologize and deconstruct Hoxha’s myth, the old ethno-centric history
writing nonetheless prevails in Albania’s history textbooks. She maintains that
the presentation of Hoxha’s role during the Second World War alters according
to the ‘political attitudes’ of the textbooks author(s).

Enis Sulstarova critically examines the use of the term ‘qytet[rim’ [civi-
lisation] in history textbooks in Albania. The phrase ‘historia e qytet[rimit
bot[ror’ [history of world civilisations] is used to teach the progress of human
civilisation, which for the most part is equated with European civilisation. Sul-
starova describes the colonial history of the term but does not argue against its
use; rather he advocates a nuanced and critical approach to such terms.

Gentiana Kera investigates how the myth of the Albanian Communist Party’s
role in the Second World War is represented in history textbooks. The liberation
myth legitimised the Communist regime after 1944. It can be divided into two
phases; in the first, lasting until the end of the 1960s, the role of hero was reserved
for the Communist Party. In the second phase, beginning in the 1970s and
continuing on until 1990, Enver Hoxha took over the cult.

In the second section, ‘“Othering” in Textbooks from Albania and Mace-
donia’, Konstantinos Giakoumis and Ilir Kalemaj begin with a study of the image
of the Greek in Albanian history textbooks published during the Communist
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regime. They analyse the attributes related to Greeks and Greece, dividing them
into three categories that are then used to produce statistical data, which in turn
can be related to important historical processes and shifts in the Albanian so-
ciety. Using a longitudinal research model, they conclude that there appears to be
a significant correlation between state politics and the content of textbooks.

Following an outline of the general landscape of Serbian and Yugoslav na-
tional education policy, the chapter by Aleksandar Pavlović and Aleksandra Ilić
Rajković, ‘Fierce warriors’ or ‘bloodthirsty savages’: Albanians in Serbian text-
books (1882–1941)’, seeks to establish a thorough and nuanced discussion on
depictions of Albanians in educational media from Serbia, an aspect somewhat
marginalised by research to date. The authors argue that Albanians are repre-
sented in the textbooks with same ambivalences and contradictions that marked
the official Serbian and Yugoslav policy towards them. The analysis focuses
particularly on a popular history textbook of the time by Mihajlo Jović, which
saw some 20 revised editions between 1882 and 1944.

Violeta Petroska-Beshka and Nikolina Kenig examine parallel ethnocentrisms
in recent Macedonian textbooks by investigating textbook and curriculum re-
vision processes. They argue that despite the officially proclaimed multicultural
character of education, the textbooks in fact fail to foster an understanding of
inter-ethnic cohabitation in the country. They recommend a revision of the
textbooks, whereby they would be written in in a tone of inter-ethnic in-
clusiveness and understanding, building both the student’s critical thinking
capacities and empathy.

Irena Stefoska provides an insight into techniques used to construct an image
of the ‘threatening neighbour’ in recent Macedonian history textbooks for the
seventh and eighth grades of primary school. She emphasizes wording, selection
of topics, frequency and language style, as the main tools for a subtle trans-
mission of negative messages in relation to neighbouring peoples/countries.
Although there have been efforts to remove stereotypes from textbooks, she
argues that some of them are still implicitly presented.

Petar Todorov studies the image of the Other in Macedonian textbooks, with a
focus on the presentation of Albanians in times when all textbook authors were
ethnic Macedonians. Chronologically he focuses on the period between the 1970s
and 2005, noting the dynamic and the shifts which occur in the portrayal of
Albanians. While during the Yugoslav times, Albanians were presented as allies
to the Macedonians in their struggle for national independence, in post-in-
dependence textbooks such joint efforts are omitted, and a rather negative tone
is introduced. Albanians are described using terms such as ‘criminal bands’,
‘Shkiptar’, ‘mountaineers’, and ‘tribes’. After the conflict and peace agreement of
2001, textbooks contain a bi-polar ethno-national narrative which gives the
impression that Albanians and Macedonians lived entirely separately in the past.
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Some negative terms are removed from textbooks but pupils cannot study these
conflicts in detail, and are presented with only stereotyped images of Albanians.

The region of South-Eastern Europe offers a strong potential for continued
and in-depth research on textbooks and other educational media, and this vol-
ume seeks to advance the field and provide inspiration for further studies, not
least on the hitherto oft-overlooked textbooks for Albanian speakers. As the
UNYT-INH cooperation mentioned above has demonstrated, new ideas for fu-
ture textbooks, other educational media and teaching are currently being de-
veloped, especially with a view to intercultural understanding. Such cooperative
projects constitute one of the key elements in the improvement of history edu-
cation in the region, for which both textbook reform and the concept of the
nation itself are relatively recent developments.
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